
 

 

September 6, 2022 
 
Submitted electronically via email 
 
Roger Estafanos 
Head of Pricing and Market Access, North America 
Advanced Accelerator Applications USA, Inc 
57 E Willow Street 
Milburn, NJ  07041 
 
Re:   NCPDP Billing Unit Assignment Changes 

  
Dear Mr. Estafanos: 

The National Council for Prescription Drug Programs (NCPDP) is a not-for-profit American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI) accredited Standards Developer (ASD) consisting of more than 1,500 members 
who represent drug manufacturers, chain and independent pharmacies, drug wholesalers, insurers, mail 
order prescription drug companies, claims processors, pharmacy benefit managers, physician services 
organizations, prescription drug providers, software vendors, telecommunication vendors, service 
organizations, government agencies and other parties interested in electronic standardization within the 
pharmacy services sector of the health care industry. NCPDP provides a forum wherein our diverse 
membership can develop business solutions, including ANSI-accredited standards and guidance for 
promoting information exchanges related to medications, supplies and services within the healthcare 
system.  

The NCPDP Billing Unit Standard (BUS) was developed to address the critical need within the industry to 
provide a “common billing unit language” in prescription claims. The BUS is maintained by NCPDP Work 
Group 2 Product Identification (WG2). An update was made to section 7.39 (How Are 
Radiopharmaceuticals to be Billed) of the BUS Version 4.0 by consensus vote of WG2 members attending 
the November 2021 Technical Work Group meetings. In January 2022, updated Version 4.0 of the BUS 
was published with the following Section 7.39: 
 

7.39 HOW ARE RADIOPHARMACEUTICALS TO BE BILLED? 

Radiopharmaceuticals are comprised of one or more components which include an isotope. The 
patient dose of the final product is measured in units that do not align with NCPDP Billing Units, 
such as the radioactive units of MBQ (megabecquerel), mCi (millicuries) or Ci (curies). Dosing can 
vary for each patient, and the entire contents of the container with the final product may not be 
used. The volume for administration will also vary based on the radioactivity concentration.  

 
Radiopharmaceuticals are not usually billed, adjudicated or prescribed using NCPDP Standards. 
However, if they are, the billing unit of the final radioactive product administered to the patient is 
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“EA”, and the quantity is “1”. This is because radiopharmaceuticals physically decay at different 
rates which affects the amount of the product that is administered to the patient despite the fact 
there could be a set volume listed on the product label.  

 
Therefore, the billing unit for the non-radioactive, powder-filled vial is “EA” and quantity of “1” 
per 5.1.2 of the Billing Unit Standard. The billing unit of the syringe, vial or container containing 
the resulting radioactive solution that is administered to the patient is “EA” and quantity of “1” 
per 5.1.17 of the Billing Unit Standard. Section 5.1.17 states, “If the volume or weight cannot be 
determined for a product, it will be billed as ‘one each’.” 

 
The Product Review and Billing Unit Exception Task Group (WG2) reviewed Lutathera IV Solution 370 
MBQ/ML NDC - 69488-0003-01 and a determination was made to update the billing unit for this product 
from “ML” to “EA” per Section 7.39 of the BUS. 
 
The drug data compendia will coordinate this change within their systems, effective September 30, 2022. 
 
Information in this letter is for the purposes of NCPDP billing units as it relates to radiopharmaceuticals. 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) units for the purpose of the Medicaid Drug Rebate 
Program may not agree with NCPDP billing units.  
 
For direct inquiries or questions related to this letter, please contact: 

Sandra Garnand 
Standards Specialist, NCPDP Standards Development 
standards@ncpdp.org 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Lee Ann C. Stember 
President & CEO 
National Council for Prescription Drug Programs (NCPDP) 
9240 E. Raintree Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
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